
 

 

August 15th, 2018 

Dear Meadowridge Families: 

I hope you are enjoying the sunshine and extended summer days to rest and enjoy each other’s 
company. We are full steam ahead at the school preparing for the arrival of your child.  There 
are some facility upgrades that may be of interest to you.  Of note, we have broken ground on 
the much anticipated 9 room classroom expansion for the MYP/DP.  Our school will open with 
630 students next year.  As we continue to grow, pressure upon the facility mounts and 
increasingly we require additional space.  This project will provide some breathing room as we 
refine our master campus plan, which should address parallel facility needs, including cafeteria, 
library and gymnasium.  

In accordance with our aim to further promote experiential learning in the outdoors, work has 
been completed on our community campground on the North Property.  It features a central 
fire pit, cook house, wood storage, tenting and green zones.  At the same time, we are renovating 
the barn to provide additional storage, meeting and instructional spaces. We are also updating 
our PA systems so that our entire campus can be communicated with during emergency drills 
and/or simply for our daily announcements.  

You will also notice that our administrative landscape has shifted to some degree.  Mr. Terry 
Donaldson will be moving to a new role next year.  He is, of course, much loved and was highly 
successful in supporting elementary for several years as Director of the PYP. We are glad to 
announce that Mr. Donaldson will be taking on a new role as the Director of Teaching and 
Learning for the entire school.  This will allow us to further strengthen educational 
programming across the grades and bolster several other portfolios, including student success 
and support, professional development and admissions.  

Mrs. Heather Nicholson, formerly Teacher Librarian and PYP Coordinator is our acting 
Elementary Principal (PYP JK to 5).  Ms. Angela Pallister, formerly Gr. 1 teacher, will assume the 
role of PYP Coordinator for the year. Both Ms. Sherrie Metz and Mr. James Willms will be moving 
from the classroom to support DP Coordination and OE3 (Outdoor Experiential Ecological 
Education) programming respectively.  We are also pleased to announce the arrival of Mrs. Adi 
Aharon as our new Coordinator for Technology in Education.  Mr. Niwa, formerly responsible 
for this portfolio, is taking on his first principal position at a new school.  

Because the school has grown we have shifted administrative responsibilities and titles for our 
middle and high school divisions.  Mr. Banack is now Middle School Principal (6 to 8) and Ms. 
Bereza is High School Principal (9 to 12).  This, we believe, will provide for better student 
transition between MYP/DP and more equitably groups total number of students within the 
administrative structure.  

 



There are also a few new arrivals to faculty that will soon be announced.  They will join an 
already existing cohort of highly trained and passionate teachers committed to assisting our 
students.  

Whether you are returning for yet another year or joining us for the very first time, we look 
forward to welcoming you and your child/children to Meadowridge for what will be another 
fantastic year of learning in a school where we seek to “live well with others and for others in a 
just community”.  

 

Enjoy the waning days of summer!   

 
Kindest regards,  
 
 
Jason Parker  
Deputy Head of School  
 


